INSIDE  THE  WHALE

swaps partners, " Marxism " has to be hammered
into a new shape.   This entails sudden and violent
changes of" line ", purges, denunciations, systematic
destruction of party literature, etc., etc.   Every
Communist is in fact liable at any moment to have
to alter his most fundamental convictions, or leave
the party.   The unquestionable dogma of Monday
may become the damnable heresy of Tuesday, and
so on.   This has happened at least three times dur-
ing the past ten years.   It follows that in any
Western country a Communist Party is always un-
stable and^sually very small.   Its long-term mem-
bership really consists of an inner ring of intel-
lectuals  who  have  identified  with the  Russian
bureaucracy, and a slightly larger body of working-
class people who feel a loyalty towards Soviet
Russia without necessarily understanding its poli-
cies.   Otherwise there is only a shifting membership,
one lot coming and another going with each change
of "line".

In 1930 the English Communist Party was a tiny,
barely legal organisation whose main activity was
libelling the Labour Party. But by 1935 the face of
Europe had changed, and left-wing politics changed
with it. Hitler had risen to power and begun to
rearm, the Russian five-year plans had succeeded,
Russia had reappeared as a great military Power.
As Hitler's three targets of attack were, to all
appearances, Great Britain, France and the
U.S.S.R., the three countries were forced into a
sort of uneasy rapprochement. This meant that the
English or French Communist was obliged to.
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